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that his constant tendency is towards retrogression, not
towards advancement.
(3) Comparative religion.   On this subject elaborate
treatises have been written with the object of proving
that all religions have had their origin in the human
mind, and have been evolved under purely human con-
ditions.   Some of the writers, prompted, we may hope,
by a devout feelirg, allow in vague terms an influence
exerted on the evolution by Providential arrangements.
Still, in the result we are not to see in any case the effect
of a supernatural revelation, but in all cases an approxima-
tion in different degrees to truth, secured by the unaided
working of the human mind. Does a comparison between
the sacred books of the Hindus and the Bible support
this view ?   Listen to a Sanscrit specialist like Professor
Max Miiller, who has spent years in the study of the
"Veda, and who has every conceivable motive to say
everything he can on its behalf: " That the Veda is full
of childish, silly, even to our mind monstrous concep-
tions, who would deny ?   But even these monstrosities
are interesting and instructive.    I could not even answer
the question, if you were to ask it, whether the religion
of the Veda was polytheistic or monotheistic.   Mono-
theistic in the usual sense of the word it is decidedly not."
The dreamy, vague teaching of the Veda has hardened
into the unmistakable polytheism   and  pantheism  of
modern Hinduism.    In no country in the world has
mind been more active than in India; in no country have
the learned had such abundant leisure, such full oppor-
tunity for quiet, sustained thought—and you see the
result   We follow with deep interest and sympathy the
straining of these minds to understand themselves and
the world around; as they grope after God we find they

